Anesthetic considerations and management of a patient with unsuspected carcinoid crisis during hepatic tumor resection.
Anesthetic management for massive blood loss in liver surgery concomitant with hemodynamic instability secondary to carcinoid crisis can be challenging in the perioperative setting. Hypotension, diarrhea, facial flushing, bronchospasm, and tricuspid and pulmonic valvular diseases are the common manifestations of carcinoid syndrome. This report illustrates the importance of early recognition and treatment for signs and symptoms of carcinoid syndrome not only in the preoperative setting but also in the intraoperative phase to prevent undue cardiovascular collapse.